Teaching of implant dentistry in dental hygiene and therapy schools in the UK and Ireland.
Objective The aim of this study was to assess the current status of implant teaching within dental hygiene and therapy schools in the UK and Ireland.Methods An online questionnaire relating to current and future possible trends in dental implantology education was developed and distributed to programme directors in each of the 23 dental hygiene and therapy schools in the UK and Ireland.Results All responding schools (response rate of 60%) provided implant training for their students. The teaching is mainly delivered in lecture-based or phantom head room settings. The majority of schools provided direct clinical experience in procedures relating to peri-implant maintenance, although in some schools it was stated that not every student was guaranteed to receive such experience. In 86% of schools, students gained experience in oral hygiene and scaling, while 71% and 64% provided experience of non-surgical management of patients with peri-implant mucositis and peri-implantitis, respectively. The main barrier to developing the implant programme was an insufficient number of suitable cases.Conclusions Although all responding schools provide implant training, the overall findings show that further development and improvement of implant teaching in dental hygiene and therapy schools within the UK and Ireland is required, particularly with respect to direct clinical experience. This will ensure that newly qualified dental hygienists and therapists are sufficiently prepared for managing implant patients in their clinical practice.